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ATG Special Report — Establishing a  
State-Level Open-Access Journal:  
The Case of South Carolina Libraries
by	Rachael Elrod, MEd, MSLS		(Head,	Education	Library,	University	of	Florida,	1500	Norman	Hall,	POB	117016,	
Gainesville,	FL		32611-7016)		<relrod@ufl.edu>
and	Brent Appling  (University	of	South	Carolina)		<applingm@mailbox.sc.edu>
Author’s Note:  Rachael Elrod is the Head of the Education Li-
brary at the University of Florida, and Brent Appling is a Reference 
and Instruction Librarian at the University of South Carolina’s Thom-
as Cooper Library.  This article provides information on the benefits 
and challenges faced during the creation of a state-level, open-access 
journal including getting approval from the state agency, finding a 
host, forming a committee, developing policies and procedures, finding 
peer-reviewers, and learning to use bePress, our publishing service.
Foundations of a State-Level Library Journal:  
South Carolina and Beyond




decades,	the	association	established	a	publication,	The South Carolina 
Library Bulletin,	 as	 a	 dispersible	 vehicle	 to	 communicate	news	 and	
issues	that	supported	the	mission	of	SCLA.		This	publication	began	in	
1945	and	ran	until	1956	when	it	was	then	transformed	into	The South 





















state	 library	 association	members	 about	 association	news,	 elections,	
and	minutes	from	executive	board	meetings,	documenting	state	library	

















According	 to	 studies	by	Schlögl	 and	Stock	 (2008)	 and	Haddow	









Furthermore,	an	analysis	of	a	twenty-year	run	of	the	Journal of the 















it	 is	 the	 intention	of	South Carolina Libraries to	pick	up	where	The 
South Carolina Librarian left	off	as	far	as	a	platform	for	news	com-
munication,	but	also	as	a	vehicle	for	the	communication	of	best	local	












library	 organizations	 of	 all	 50	 states	 for	 distribution	with	 responses	
















Creating South Carolina Libraries
Seeking SCLA Approval




Seeking a Host 
The	next	step	involved	finding	a	place	to	host	our	journal.		We	knew,	






Fortunately,	 a	 perfect	 opportunity	 presented	 itself	 in	 the	 form	of	
Scholar	Commons,	 the	 institutional	 repository	 of	 the	University of 
South Carolina.		This	platform	had	already	been	established	as	a	repos-
itory	for	work	completed	by	University of South Carolina affiliates,	
and	was	already	hosting	several	academic	journals.		The	manager	of	
Scholar	Commons,	Chris Hare,	was	 approached	with	 the	 proposal	
for	South Carolina Libraries	 and	was	 enthusiastic	 about	 helping	 to	
establish	the	journal.	




























allow	other	people	with	an	 interest	 in	 libraries	 such	as	 library	 staff,	
library	students,	and	even	vendors	and	patrons	to	publish	as	 long	as	
their	manuscript	revolved	around	libraries	in	the	state	of	South	Carolina.


















Pros and Cons of Open-Access
There	are	some	pros	and	cons	to	offering	open-access	to	journals	
for	organizations.		A	journal	that	requires	a	password	could	potentially	







exciting,	 especially	 since	 these	 journals	were	 housed	only	 in	 a	 few	
locations,	many	only	available	in	microfiche	format.		




















2014.	 	Based	on	past	 publishing	 traditions	 and	 to	 keep	 in	 line	with	
current	LIS	 literature	 on	 state-level	 and	 professional	 development	
oriented	publications,	South Carolina Libraries	 seeks	 to	place	 itself	
firmly	within	 the	SCLA	organization	as	a	vehicle	 to	promote	 issues	
pertinent	to	LIS	professionals	in	South	Carolina	and	to	provide	early	
publication	 opportunities	 for	 said	 professionals.	 	 In	 establishing	 the	
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State Name of publication URL
Arkansas Arkansas	Libraries www.arlib.org/arkansas-libraries 
Colorado Colorado	Libraries www.coloradolibraries.org/about 
Florida *Florida	Libraries www.flalib.org/pub_Guidlines.php
Georgia *Georgia	Library	Quarterly www.gla.georgialibraries.org/glq.htm 
Idaho *The	Idaho	Librarian www.idaholibraries.org 
Illinois ILA	Reporter http://www.ila.org/store/ila-reporter 
Indiana *Indiana	Libraries http://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/IndianaLibraries 
Kentucky *Kentucky	Libraries www.klaonline.org/478.cfm 
Louisiana *Louisiana	Libraries www.llaonline.org/fp/bulletin.php 
Michigan MLA	Forum www.mlaforum.org 
Mississippi *Mississippi	Libraries http://epubs.library.msstate.edu/index.php/MSLib/about
Nebraska NLA	Quarterly http://nebraskalibraries.org/communications/nebraska-libraries-journal/
North	Carolina *North	Carolina	Libraries www.ncl.ecu.edu/index.php/NCL 
Oklahoma Oklahoma	Librarian www.oklibrarian.org/index.php/oklibrarian/index 
Oregon OLA	Quarterly http://commons.pacificu.edu/olaq/
Pennsylvania PaLRap www.palibraries.org?page=PaLRaP 
Tennessee *Tennessee	Libraries www.tnla.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=17 
Texas TLA	Cast www.txla.org/tlacast 
Vermont VLA	News www.vermontlibraries.org/publications/vlanewsissues 
Virginia VLA	Libraries http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/VALib/index.html 
Washington Alki	WLA	Journal www.wla.org/alki-wla-journal 
Schlögl, C., & Stock, W. G.		(2008).		“Practitioners	and	Academics	
as	Authors	and	Readers:	The	Case	of	LIS	Journals.”		Journal of Docu-
mentation,	64(5),	643-666.
“SCLA	Long-Range	Plan.”		South Carolina Librarian 32.4	(1988):	
6.		Print.
Appendix A:
State Library Association journals (*	indicates	peer-reviewed)
Research	was	conducted	to	find	out	what	other	states	offer	a	state-level	library	journal.		The	research	found	that	as	of	July	2013,	there	were	











content	quickly,	 easily	 and	 cost-effectively,”	
said	Franny Lee,	Co-founder of SIPX.		“In	
joining	ProQuest’s	 ranks,	SIPX is	 better	
positioned	 to	 continue	working	with	 valued	
partners	and	customers	to	deliver	unparalleled	
service,	both	now	and	as	new	developments	in	
higher	 education	 arise	 in	 this	 ever-changing	
digital	and	global	era.”
Effective	immediately,	Ms. Lee	will	 lead	
SIPX,	 reporting	 to	Ben Lewis, ProQuest’s 
Senior Vice President for Strategy & 







The Chronicle of Higher Education	and	
The Wall Street Journal report	that	“LinkedIn	
announced	Thursday	it	has	agreed	to	acquire	
the	 online-learning	 company	 lynda.com	 for	
$1.5	 billion.	 	 It	 is	 the	 social-networking	 gi-
ant’s	largest	acquisition	to	date,	and	signals	its	
continued	expansion	into	the	education	realm.	
lynda.com	offers	more	than	2,900	courses	on-
line,	which	include	video	tutorials	for	various	
skills…”		See	also	“A	Higher	Profile”	by	Paul 
Fain	in	Inside Higher Ed.
http://chronicle.com
